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Reliant Energy and the City of Houston Launch Electric Vehicle Pilot Project  

Plug-in cars, charging stations point toward lower emissions, cleaner air 
 

 
HOUSTON – The City of Houston and Reliant Energy, an NRG Energy company 
(NYSE: NRG), today launched a program to bring plug-in hybrid electric vehicles to the 
streets of Houston to demonstrate the important role that electric cars can play in the 
city’s clean energy future.  
 
The program, dubbed the “Power of the Plug-In,” includes converting 10 city-owned 
Toyota Prius cars to plug-in hybrid electric vehicles and installing 10 vehicle-charging 
stations to power them. The “Power of the Plug-In” is designed to raise consumer 
awareness and educate the public about plug-in electric cars and to promote Houston and 
Texas as an electric vehicle center. Seven of the 10 stations will be available to the 
public, representing the largest public charging infrastructure in Texas.    
  
“We're committed to making Houston the nation's green energy capital,” said Houston 
Mayor Bill White. “That commitment begins at City Hall and these clean-running electric 
cars and the charging stations that will be available to all Houstonians will get us farther 
down that road.” 
 
“We envision thousands, if not hundreds of thousands, of electric cars on our roads in the 
coming years, making Houston’s air cleaner and the city greener,” said Reliant Energy 
President Jason Few. “This pilot project gives both Reliant and the city of Houston the 
opportunity to learn more about the performance of electric vehicles and the needs of 
drivers, while promoting consumer awareness and education about plug-in electric cars. 
Reliant is committed to making Houston and Texas the electric vehicle capital of the 
United States. We think big in Texas and we have big plans.” 
 
“The more we know about consumer habits, the better we can provide the infrastructure 
and the products and services to meet the needs of electric vehicle owners and drivers in 
Texas,” said Few. “Ultimately, this is about providing consumers the tools - in this case 



the charging infrastructure – and information – like what we will get from this trial – so 
they can make informed choices about how they use energy.” 
 
The 10 Reliant-provided charging stations will be located around Houston, with public 
stations at City Hall, the Health Department office at 8000 Stadium Drive and at the 
Mayor’s Citizens Assistance Office at 9615 Rustic Wood in Kingwood. Reliant chose 
Campbell, Calif.-based Coulomb Technologies, Inc. to provide its ChargePoint® 
Networked Charging Stations. Coulomb is a leader in networked electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure and its network will enable the city to administer consumer access to the 
public stations.  
 
The vehicles selected for conversion are 2009 Toyota Prius hybrids, which are already 
used extensively by the city. The plug-in conversion module is the Hymotion™ L5 
provided by A123 Systems, a developer and manufacturer of advanced lithium-ion 
batteries and battery systems for use in hybrid, plug-in hybrid, and electric vehicles, as 
well as for the electric grid and consumer markets. 
 
The converted plug-in hybrid electric vehicles can deliver up to 100 miles per gallon, 
helping to improve air quality and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Studies show plug-
in hybrid electric vehicles with a 20-mile electric driving range can reduce vehicle carbon 
dioxide emissions by up to two-thirds depending on the generation source for the 
vehicle’s electricity when compared with traditional gasoline-powered vehicles.  
 
Electric vehicles also provide long-term affordability. While electric cars generally cost 
more to purchase, largely due to the high cost of lithium-ion batteries, the vehicles do not 
require typical engine maintenance, such as oil changes. Electric vehicles are also less 
expensive to operate because electricity costs less on a per-mile basis than gasoline. 
 
In a related development, Reliant and Nissan announced on Friday they have reached an 
agreement to work together to make Houston a launch city for the broader use of electric 
vehicles by the American public, businesses and public organizations. Earlier this week, 
Reliant’s parent company, NRG, joined with automakers, utilities, battery manufacturers, 
smart grid and infrastructure companies to form the Electrification Coalition.  The 
group’s goal: to help guide the transformation of light-duty ground transportation from 
fossil fuels to electricity.   
 
To learn more about this and other sustainability efforts by the City of Houston, visit 
www.greenhouston.tx.gov. 
 
About Reliant Energy: 
Reliant Energy provides electricity and energy services to more than 1.6 million retail 
customers—including homes, small and large businesses, manufacturing facilities, 
government entities and institutions across Texas. As part of NRG Energy (NYSE: 
NRG), Reliant Energy is backed by one of the nation’s largest power producers. NRG 
owns and operates more than 24,000 megawatts of generation capacity, including more 
than 11,000 megawatts of capacity in Texas. For more information about Reliant Energy 
products and services, visit www.reliant.com. For more information about NRG, visit 
www.nrgenergy.com. 

http://www.greenhouston.tx.gov/
http://www.reliant.com/


 
Safe Harbor Disclosure  
This news release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 
27A of the Securities Act of 1933 and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 
1934. Such forward-looking statements are subject to certain risks, uncertainties and 
assumptions including expectations regarding the development of electric vehicles and 
include statements which typically can be identified by the use of words such as “will,” 
“expect,” “estimate,” “anticipate,” “forecast,” “plan,” “believe” and similar terms. 
Although NRG believes that its expectations are reasonable, it can give no assurance that 
these expectations will prove to have been correct, and actual results may vary materially. 
Factors that could cause actual results to differ materially from those contemplated above 
include, among others, general economic conditions, hazards customary in the power 
industry, competition in wholesale and retail power markets, the volatility of energy and 
fuel prices, failure of customers to perform under contracts, changes in the wholesale and 
retail power markets, changes in government regulation of markets and of environmental 
emissions, and the condition of the capital markets.  
 
NRG undertakes no obligation to update or revise any forward-looking statements, 
whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. The foregoing review 
of factors that could cause NRG’s actual results to differ materially from those 
contemplated in the forward-looking statements included in this news release should be 
considered in connection with information regarding risks and uncertainties that may 
affect NRG’s future results included in NRG’s filings with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission at www.sec.gov. 
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