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ITEM 5   OTHER EVENTS

         NRG Energy, Inc. (NRG), a wholly-owned subsidiary of Northern States
Power Company (NYSE:NSP), announced that it will write down its accumulated
project development expenditures for the West Java, Indonesia project as of end
of third quarter business due to the current uncertainties surrounding all
infrastructure projects in Indonesia. The write-down for this project will be
$20.0 million on a pre-tax basis and $13.3 million after tax. NRG has also
reviewed all other international projects in development and has created a
reserve of $2.0 million against 1998 earnings ($3.3 million pretax) for other
project development expenditure write-downs that may be required.
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                                   SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

                           NRG ENERGY, INC.
                           ----------------
                           (Registrant)

                           /s/
                             ------------------------------------------      
                           Leonard A. Bluhm
                           Executive Vice President and Chief Financial
                           Officer
                           (Principal Financial Officer)

Date:  October 6, 1998
       ---------------
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